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Book IRevtews. 



The Blood Covenant: A Primitive Rite. By H.Clay Trumbull. Second 
Edition, with a Supplement. Philadelphia: John D. Wattles. 1893. 
The pleasure of reviewing in The Old Testament Student, Dec, 1885, the 
first edition of this remarkable book is still vivid in memory. The lapse of 
years has left no disposition to abate a word from the hearty praise then given 
it. The first edition was soon exhausted. The second was delayed by the 
author's desire to fortify several controverted positions by fuller proof. Cir- 
cumstances beyond his control hindered the execution of this purpose until 
the present time. The original work is now enlarged by a supplement of 
twenty-eight pages, in which additional evidence is adduced to meet several 
objections to the validity of the main argument. Further investigations in this 
fresh and marvellously suggestive field of primitive covenants, enable the 
author to promise at an early day another volume on the Name Covenant, The 
Covenant of Salt, and The Threshold Covenant. This work will be awaited 
with great interest. P. A. N. 

Among Many Witnesses. A Book for Bible Students. By Evangelist M. B. 
Williams. Second Edition. Chicago : Revell Co., 1892, pp. 231. 

A small book of an entirely popular character and style, pleasant to read, 
and in accordance with current church views of the matters discussed. In a 
brief, general way the many questions which arise about the Bible have been 
touched upon. The different chapters treat of opinions [about the Bible], its 
History, Its Structure, Brief Sketches of the Old and New Testament 
Books, Thoughts on the Great Controversy [against the Bible], and a 
practical Conclusion. The book is not characterized by any considerable 
breadth of scholarship. Inexcusably gross language is used to describe the 
sincere adverse critics of the Bible (pp. 43, 225). The Book of Job is held 
(p. 19) to have been written by Job himself, a contemporary of the patriarchs, 
about 1893 B. C. The epistles of James and Jude are said to have been writ- 
ten by James the son of Alpheus (the apostle) and his brother Jude, who were 
brothers of Jesus (p. 138, differently on p. 127). These three citations indi- 
cate the general tenor of the book. The typography of the work is deficient; 
proper names are frequently misspelled (pp. 49, 50, 121), as well as common 
words. 

The books on the subject of biblical introduction which from time to time 
appear from the hands of our evangelists are unsatisfactory; such works, to 
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be of value, must be prepared by Christian scholars. We have trustworthy- 
books, and they should be used and recommended, e. g. Ladd's " What is the 
Bible f" and Dods's "New Testament Introduction," covering satisfactorily 
the ground of the book by Mr. Williams. C. W. V. 



The City and the Land. London and New York : Macmillan & Co, pp. 234. 

This little book is the course of seven lectures delivered in London last 
year, under the auspices of the Palestine Exploration Fund. It is the more 
valuable as being an attempt to popularize the best results of the Society's work 
through the medium of lectures by the men who have themselves wrought in 
its work. The names of the lecturers are a sufficient guarantee of the value 
of their work — Wilson, Conder, Tristram, Besant, Wright, Petrie, Dalton. In 
the first lecture Sir Charles Wilson takes ground with Ferguson in placing the 
site of Solomon's temple, not on the traditional spot, but in the southwest corner 
of the Haram Esh Sherif, or temple area. This position, which very few 
scholars hold, is combatted incidentally in the following lecture by Major 
Conder. Conder's conceptions of the future of Palestine are interesting. He 
discusses the Jewish colonies lately settled there, and is hopeful for their future. 
He urges the construction of a railway from Haifa to Damascus, passing 
down the valley of the Jezreel and crossing the Jordan, thence reaching the 
plains of Bashan by the valley of the Yarmuk, whence it would follow 
the Roman road to Damascus. Two different sides of what might be 
called the romance of scholarship are given. One is the story of the vicis- 
situdes of the Society, as told by the secretary, Walter Besant. The other is 
"the story of a 'tell,'" in which the discoverer of Lachish, Mr. Petrie, 
relates the exploration of this now historic mound of the Palestine plain. It 
would well repay anyone who hopes to visit Palestine to read the final lecture, 
" The Modern Traveler in Palestine." He will find much excellent advice. 
Not less valuable are the lectures on the Hittites and the Natural History of 
Palestine. The latter is of special interest as a study of the geographical 
distribution of fauna, in a country which is almost a natural laboratory for 
such study. The great thing which is lacking to this admirable little book is 
a map, especially a plan of Jerusalem, to accompany the first lecture. 

_ I. F. W. 

Bible Studies. Readings in the Early Books of the Old Testament with Famil- 
iar Comment, given in 1878-79. By Henry Ward Beecher ; edited, 
from the stenographic notes of T. J. Ellinwood, by Jno. R. Howard. 
New York: Fords, Howard and Hulbert, 1893. Pp. 438. Price, $1.50. 
Mr. Beecher was a student of the Scriptures. He was not however a 
critic of the first order. During the successive years of his ministry he occa- 
sionally gave a series of sermons on various topics connected with the Bible. 
Among these was one on themes connected especially with the earlier records 



